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CIA covert military aid
in Costa Rica disclosed

By John P. Wallach
Hoarst News Service

WASHINGTON — The CIA,
through a covert headquarters oper-

ation in the US. Embassy in Costa
“Rica, is financing a jPanamanian
company that is supplying arms and
ammunition to the anti-Nicaraguan .
Democratlc Revolutionary Alliance
in Costa Rica commanded by dissi-
dent Sandinista hero Eden Pastora.
“Let’s not say that we are directly

' mvolved. But we make sure that Pas-

_tora and his men get the weapons
" they need,” a U.S. diplomat who has
~ helped carry out the covert CIA oper-
ation disclosed today.

Pastora, who until 1981 served as
theSandm:stas deputy defense min-
ister, }msdemedhegetsClAhelp

The new disclosures came as
" President Reagan met Monday with
. Costa Rican Foreign Minister Carlos
Guhem and as other intelligence

sourpes confirmed that the CIA had
urged all U.S.-backed rebels to step
"up their attacks on Nicaragua to
" show a jittery Congress that they are
.a good investment. -

Costa Rica officially claims neu-
‘trality in the Nicaraguan struggle

although it closes one eyeon Pastora’s
meofthecountryas oply base for
\ <. 4 il 3% mthe

3 corner

of Nicaragua that adjoins Costa Rica.
Last November Congress ap-
m:id $24 million for the Honduras-
Nicaraguan Democratic Force
.and other msurgent groups but that
.money is ngress is
expected toprvwdeanother $21 mil-
lién in aid to the contras despite a
badly botched adxmmstmtxon effort
last week. !

.The State Deperlmen t.tempted
t.o 'attach a request for the additional
funds to a non-controversial

“bill to provide fuel for w ivi-

leged Americans, causing a bitter
backlashﬂmtmﬂtedma 15-14 vote
agmnsttheadmlmstmtxonrequutm
the Senate Appropriations Commit-

'I‘hePanamamancompany,w}nd:
was not identified, is said to have

g:mhasedanmnberofamﬁﬁvm
t CIA front that

operatesout of fourth-floor officesina
McLean, Va., office building less than
a mile from the Central Intelligence
Agency headquarters.

Edgar L. Mitchell, the umnagmg
director of Investair,
disclosed to have been a part owner of
Intermountain Aviation Inc., which
was identified in a 1976 Senate intel-
cﬁ:cecomtmueemponasoneom\e;

's most important contractors. In-

termountain Aviation was dzssolved
in 1975
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